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scope of this Survey altogether, if it were not that the internal affairs
of Germany in 1933, like those of China since 19:25, were so closely
intertwined with the network of international relations that the latter
could not "be comprehended if the former were ignored. Without
some account of the German National-Socialist Revolution, a survey
of international affairs in 1933 would be unintelligible, and therefore
this narrative cannot be omitted. It must, however, be compressed
into a brief compass.
When the Nazis proceeded to make themselves masters of the
whole life of Germany after the appointment of Herr Hitler to the
Chancellorship of the Reich on the 30th January, 1933, the World
was not only outraged at the ruthlessness and brutality of the
methods by which the victorious movement asserted its will, but
was also taken aback at the dynamic release of an unsuspected energy
which swept away ancient institutions and carried reputedly im-
pregnable positions by assault. The Communists, the Social-Demo-
crats, the Pacifists, the Catholics, the Protestants, the Lander, and
even the Nazis' own Nationalist allies—not to speak of the tlews, who,
as a numerically insignificant minority, were ea«y victims of terrorism
—all appeared to be carried away in a common rout; and althoxigh
some of these forces—for example, the Nationalists and the Churches
—proved not, after all, to have been driven off the field when the
dust of the first melee had settled down and the results of the Nazis'
offensive could be more accurately registered, it was nevertheless
manifest that, in these first six months, the new masters of the Reich
had succeeded in carrying out their revolutionary programme of
Qleichschaltung far enough to have changed the whole face of German
life. This sweeping Nazi victory took the World by surprise, although
the Nazi Movement had already caught the attention, and aroused
the apprehension and hostility, of foreign observers at the time of the
German general election of September 1930, more than two years
before Herr Hitler's eventual accession to office, and although the
parliamentary democratic regime of the Weimar Constitution had
been manifestly in disintegration since—if not already before—the
dismissal of Dr. Briining from the Chancellorship on the 3()th May,
1932. The fact was that, from the morrow of Dr. Briining's fall until
the eve of Herr Hitler's triumph, the receivership of the bankrupt
German experiment in Western parliamentarism seemed to be firmly
in the hands of the old Prussian governing class, whose own previous
bankruptcy in the debacle of 1918 had given the parliamentary
experiment its opening. During those eight months of German
political history, the star of National Socialism, aw well as the star

